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the assembling of a CONVOCATION OF SURGEONS, consisting of
members of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.

" That a requisition, soliciting GEORGE JAMES GUTa3ziIE, Esq.
F.R.S., a member of the Council of the said College of Surgeons,
to preside at such meeting, now in the possession of your peti-
tioners, has received, in a very short space of time, upwards of
twelve hundred signatures of fellows and members of that

College.
" That it was announced, in the first instance, that only five

hundred signatures to the said requisition were required, but so
strong are the feelings of the members against the Physic-and-
Surgery Bill now before your honourable House, and against
being incorporated in a separate institution, to be entitled the
College of General Practitioners, that more than double the re-
quired number of signatures were obtained in less than twenty
days, and that surgeons, being members of the said College, have
signed it who reside in all parts of England and Wales.

That the stated objects for which the aggregate meeting is
to be held are

First, to oppose the further progress of the Physic-and-Surgery
Bill now before the House of Commons.

Secondly, to prevent the incorporation of the members of the
College in a separate and inferior institution.

Thirdly, to endeavour to obtain for the members of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England a just participation in the go-
vernment of that College upon the principle of representation.
Your petitioners have been prevented from fixing the day for

holding the said aggregate meeting in London, in consequence of
the frequent postponement of the said Bill in your honourable
House, and from not knowing what are the further alterations
which the Minister of the Crown, who has introduced it, intends
to make in that measure.

That your petitioners believe that if the said Bill were to be
passed into a law in its present form, the most injurious effects
would result both to the profession and the public, and that those
feelings of discontent which prevail amongst upwards of twelve
thousand members of the College of Surgeons would be yet fur-
ther increased by its operation.

That your petitioners, therefore, most earnestly beseech
that the said Bill may not be enacted into a law, and that no
other measure shall receive the sanction of your honourable
House, having for one of its objects the recognition of a College
of General Practitioners"-an institution which would stamp a
character of inferiority on an immense majority of the surgeons of
this country-and further, that no Bill may receive the sanction
of your honourable House for regulating the affairs of the medi-
cal profession unless provisions are made therein for remedying
the injustice which was inflicted on the members of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England by the royal charter that was
granted to the Council of that College in the year 1843.
And vour netitioners. as in dutv bound, will ever Drav.

(Signed) 
’ 

GEORGE BOTTOIILEY, Chairman.
C. H. R. H11RRISON, Hon. Secs.
DREWRY OTTLEY, S S’-

In conclusion, the Committee trust that no member of the

College will allow himself, through neglect or supineness, to be
deprived of that position in the profession which he has hitherto
held. They have earned for themselves the title of surgeon, by
study, by examination, by payment, by practice, by the

possession of a surgical diploma. Enfranchisement in the

College of Surgeons is a demand founded in equity and
justice, and nothing but the most culpable blindness to their own
welfare, and the interests of those who are to come after them,
will characterize their submission to be degraded from their

present rank to suit the convenience of any individuals or body
of men. They have no desire to assert the exclusive right to
practice conferred on them by the Apothecaries’ A ct, but they
must protest against being thrust into an inferior institution, in
order to furnish a locus standi for gentlemen, however respectable,
vho do not possess the diploma of the College of Surgeons.
G. BOTTOMLEY, Chairman.

C. H. R. HARRISON, Hon. eDREWRY OTTLEY, 5 
on. ecs.

Committee Room, Freemasons’ Tavern, June 30th.

A MEMORIAL

Addressed to the Right Hon. Sir James Graham, Bart., M.P., her
.&bgr;Iajesty’s principal ’ecreta?il of State for the Home Depart-
ment, by the Royal College of Physicians of London, June 18, 1845.

THE Royal College of Physicians of London feels itself called
upon respectfully to address Sir James Graham on the important
alterations which have been made by the Committee of the
House of Commons in the Bill for regulating the profession of
physic and surgery.

Enactments equally new and important have now been intro
duced into it for the first time, which were never contemplated in
the course of the discussions that have hitherto taken place be-
tween the College and Sir James Graham.

In order to explain its views respecting these enactments, the
College begs, in the first place, briefly to recal to Sir James Gra-
ham’s recollection the tenour of those discussions, and the circum-
stances connected with them.

Before any measures affecting the medical profession had
been submitted to Parliament by the Secretary of State, the Col-
lege had carefully investigated the grievances complained of in
numerous petitions to parliament for medical reform, and had
laid before the Government some suggestions concerning them.
The most prominent of the alleged grievances were found to be

as follow :-
1. The want of a general registration of licensed practitioners.
2. The want of some body or board to which questions of

medical polity and public health might be referred.
3. The existence of local jurisdictions, and consequent restric-

tions upon practice, and inequality of privileges.
4. The want of uniformity in the education and examinations

conducted by different institutions, and great disparity thence
arising in the qualifications of practitioners passing under the
same denomination.

5. The continuance of self-election into the governing bodies of
the different medical corporations.
The College has already taken occasion to express to Sir James

Graham its approbation of the manner in which the two first-
mentioned wants are supplied by the Bill-viz., by the system of
general registration therein directed, and the establishment of a
Council of Health.
With respect to the two following grievances, the College

suggested that, provided uniformitv of qualifications could be ob-
tained, reciprocity of privileges might properly be granted. And
it professed itself ready to concede to a considerable extent its
own peculiar privileges, and to confer, without further examina-
tion, the licence to practise in London on the graduates and licen-
tiates of Ireland and Scotland, provided it could be assured that such
licentiates and graduates had been educated up to the standard which
the College had fixed as necessary for Physicians.
For the College has constantly retained and often expressed

its desire that nothing should be done to lower the standard of the
general and professional acquirements of physicians ; and it is
but justice to Sir James Graham to state, that he has always
manifested a cordial participation in this desire of the College.

Nevertheless, the College fears that clauses which have been
introduced into the Bill are not unlikely to cause that standard to
be lowered. For instance, the 23rd clause allows any university
to confer the degree of licentiate in the faculty of medicine upon
students, of the age of twenty-two, after five years of professional
study, only two of which will have been passed in a university,
and without any security for a preliminary education or examin-
ation in literature and science. Now there will be no restriction
to prevent these licentiates from graduating as doctors of medi-
cine, so soon as they shall have reached the age of twenty-six,
and that without further university residence or professional
study; for the 22nd clause, the only one imposing any restriction
on medical degrees, does not require for doctors of medicine a
term of residence of longer duration, or course of study of
greater extent and comprehensiveness, than those already spe-
cified.

This early age of graduation and limited course of study are
clearly at variance with the intentions of the College and the
spirit of the 16th clause of the Bill, by which physicians ought to
be devoted to their studies up to the age of twenty-six.
For the reasons which have been assigned, the College con-

siders the 23rd clause to be inexpedient. It would seem also to
be introduced unnecessarily, because, by the 14th clause, pro-
vision is, as it should be, made to enable those who wish to act as
general practitioners to do so at an early age. And such persons
may afterwards, by one of the provisions of the 16th clause, be-
come physicians, if by successful cultivation of medical science
they have raised themselves in general estimation.

With respect to the last of the grievances above mentioned-
self-election into the governing bodies of the medical corporations
-the College offered to redress this grievance, as far at least as
physicians in this country are concerned, in the most complete
manner, by opening the fellowship to all licentiates of four years’
standing, and by giving to all the right of voting in the election
of fellows, as well as by other provisions of a liberal nature ;
especially, by offering to admit as associates, without examination
and upon a reduced fee, all bonafide physicians now practising in
England and Wales.
The College was then informed, by a letter which its president

had the honour to receive from Sir James Graham in Feb. 1842,

GEORGE BOTTOMLEY Chairman.
C. H. R. HARRISON,
DREWRY OTTLEY,

Hon. Sees.

G. BOTTOMLEY, Chairman.
C. H. R. HARRISON,
DREWRY OTTLEY,

Hon. Sees.
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that if the alterations above stated, and others of a similar nature
suggested in that letter, were made in the internal constitution of
the College, it was the intention of her Majesty’s government to
propose a measure to Parliament whereby the powers and privi-
leges of the College, as an examining body, would be greatly in-
creased. According to the advice thus tendered, and with the
sanction and co-operation of the law officers of the crown, the
College proceeded to prepare, with considerable pains and ex-
pense, the draft of anew Charter, embracing the alterations which
it had itself proposed, as well as those suggested by Sir James
Graham. The College has ever since been waiting for an Act of
the legislature to enable it to accept this Charter. It deeply re-
grets that, meanwhile, the general Bill, in conjunction with which
the new Charter was to have been accepted, has, in many respects,
been materially altered.
As the Bill was originally framed, the College was required

indeed to surrender the examination all Scotch and Irish physi-
cians ; but it was authorized to superintend the examination of
all persons, of whatever grade, who should seek to obtain in this
country a licence to practise medicine. And as the College was
instituted for the promotion of medical science, it does indeed
seem proper that to it should be entrusted the duty of testing the
qualifications of all those who are to have the sanction intended
to be given by the Bill of being qualified to practise medicine,
just as to the College of Surgeons was to be entrusted the duty
of testing the qualification of persons to practise surgery. In the
Bill, as previously framed, and even in its amended form, this
idea is carried out in regard to general practitioners in Scotland
and Ireland; for to the respective Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeons, in each of those parts of the United Kingdom, is
entrusted the function of examining general practitioners. And
the College believes that such a principle, if carried out in

England, would ultimately give satisfaction to the great body of
general practitioners throughout England and Wales, as well as
tend to the advantage of the public.
By the amended Bill, however, the authority to examine

general practitioners is no longer given to the College of Physi-
cians of England, although it is still given to those of Scotland
and Ireland. Nor, in the opinion of the College, is anything like
an equivalent for it afforded by the 17th clause of the Bill as
amended, which clause prescribes only a preliminary examination
before a joint medical and surgical board.

It does not appear to the College to be at all a proper arrange-
ment, that persons who have undergone a previous examination
by physicians and surgeons, should be examined subsequently,
in medicine and surgery, by general practitioners.

It is a further and a great objection to such double examina-
tion, that it must operate as a discouragement to medical educa-
tion in England, since in Scotland and Ireland a single examina-
tion will be sufficient to qualify for practice.
With respect to the new incorporation, made known in the

amended Bill by the name of " the Royal College of General
Practitioners in Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery of England,"
the College, without objecting to the incorporation of the
general practitioners, would press upon the attention of Sir
James Graham, that as the College of Physicians was specially
founded for the promotion of medical science and for the regula-
tion of medical practice, there are strong objections to the
assumption by this new institution of the title of the " Royal
College of Practitioners in Medicine."
Nor is it to the assumption of a title only that the College

sees reason to object. It must object, even more strongly, to the
latter part of the 32nd clause, which gives to general practi-
tioners the right to fill ALL medical and surgical offices, and thus
confides the highest duties of the profession to the members of
that class which is required to pass through the least extended
education, and which is admitted to practise at the earliest age.

In offering the foregoing observations, the College is so fully
convinced of Sir James Graham’s desire to maintain a high
standard of education for physicians, as well as to support the
College in the discharge of its proper functions, and even to
.extend, if possible, its sphere of utility, that it cannot doubt that
the remarks which a sense of duty has dictated will be received
with the candour and the attention which the College has met
with from Sir James Graham on every occasion.

There are other points in the Bill, of minor importance, to
which the College is also desirous of requesting Sir James
Graham’s attention.
With respect to the constitution of the Council of Health, if

the representative principle is to be retained, at least in part,
there ought not to be two members of it returned by the College
of General Practitioners, since one member only is to be returned
by each of the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons. I

In clause 27, " For securing efficiency of examination," Sir ’’

James Graham has yielded to the wish of the College, that none i

but professional persons should be allowed to be present at the
examinations. The alteration, however, which has been made
in the composition of the Council, seems to render it even more
desirable than before, in order to obviate some possible jealousies
and interferences between the different orders of the profes-
sion, that no one should have an absolute right to be present
at the examinations, unless deputed by the Council for that pura-
pose.
As regards the arrangements for general registration, the

College observes with satisfaction that the register is now

expressly ordered to be received as evidence in courts of law.
It does not seem, however, sufficiently clear, whether the supple-
mental register provided by the amended Bill is intended to
contain the names of all persons now legally practising, as well
those with general as those with only local privileges. Those,
also, who are entered on the supplemental register, should be
required to send in annually their names and places of abode, as
ordered by a previous clause with respect to the register.

In some points the Bill has been amended to the satisfaction of
the College. In particular, the College approves of physicians
and surgeons being compelled to enrol themselves in the College
of the country in which they practise, under the penalty of being
struck off the register. Also of a penalty for false pretences of
qualification being imposed by clause 38, not only on persons
unregistered, but on those also who should use a name or title
belonging to a class in the registry to which they do not belong.

In conclusion, the College ventures to express a hope that Sir
James Graham may find it possible, to modify the Bill in accord-
ance with the views which have now been respectfully offered.
For thus, in the judgment of the College, it is likely to be pro-
ductive of greater advantage to the profession and the public thaa
can iustlv be expected from it under its present form.

FRANCIS HAWKINS, Registrar.

PETITION AGAINST THE MEDICAL BILL AND
THIRD COLLEGE.

To the Honourable the Commons, 6-c.
The humble Petition of the undersigned Members of the
Royal College of Surgeons in London, acting as General
Practitioners at WEST BpoMWicH, in the County of STAF-
FORD, showeth- ,

That your petitioners have read with feelings of deep regret
the amended Physic-and-Surgery Bill brought into your honour-
able House by Sir James Graham.
That your petitioners are of opinion that a College of Physi-

cians and College of Surgeons are amply sufficient for the protec-
tion, education, and government of the whole medical profession
of England and Wales.

That they beg to express their firm conviction that the insti-
tution of a third and inferior College for the general practitioners
of the kingdom would be a serious public and professional
calamity.

That in earnestly desiring that the general practitioners should
be enfranchised in one institution, your petitioners are firmly of
opinion that this object should be carried into effect by their in-
corporation in the College of Surgeons of England.

That your petitioners complain that by the partial and capri-
cious distribution of the fellowship made by the Council of the
said College under the new Charter lately granted to them, the
unanimity of the profession has been destroyed, and your peti-
tioners deprived of that position they previously occupied as part
of the commonalty of the same College. 

’

Your petitioners therefore pray your honourable House that
the further consideration of the present Physic-and- Surgery Bill
be postponed to another session, and that an inquiry be instituted
by your honourable House as to the operation of the Charter
lately granted to the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons.
And your petitioners will ever pray.
W. B. Dickinson, George Allarton, J. W. Savage, William

Jackson, Charles Starkey, Henry Haines, Charles T. Maley
T. W. Davies, Edmund Colchester.

CARNARVONSHIRE.
A PUBLIC meeting of the medical practitioners of Carnarvon-
shire was held at Carnarvon on the 18th ultimo, when the fol-
lowing resolutions were unanimously passed :-

1st. That this meeting cannot refrain from expressing its
disapprobation of the principles on which the Physic-and-Surgery
Bill of Sir James Graham has been constructed.

2nd. That this meeting views with apprehension the proposed
institution of a third college, as tending to the degradation of the
general practitioner, who is neither admitted to act at the pro-


